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Objectives

The objective of this prospective study conducted in
November 2008, was to determine the prevalence and
the factors associated with Hepatitis C Virus (HCV)
infection in chronic hemodialysis patients.

Methods

The study was carried out in the hemodialysis unit of the
university teaching hospital of Point G. Serum samples
were tested for anti-HCV antibody, anti-HIV antibody and
HBs Ag using enzyme immunoassay methods (ELISA) at
the laboratory of immunology of the National Blood
Transfusion Service of Bamako. The following parameters
were assessed: initial nephropathy, duration of the dialysis,
history of blood transfusion, number of blood units trans-
fused since the beginning of the dialysis, history of nosoco-
mial exposure.

Results

A total of 66 patients were enrolled. The mean age of the
patients was 42,27+14, 8 years, with a male to female sex-
ratio of 1,44. Anti-HCV antibodies were found in 13
chronic hemodialysis patients, leading to a prevalence of
19,7%. A significant association was found between the
bearing of HCV and the duration of the dialysis.

Conclusion

These results indicate that hepatitis C is frequent in the
chronic hemodialysis patients of the university teaching
hospital of Point G, and that the duration of dialysis
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constitutes the main factor associated with the contami-
nation by the HCV.
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